PACK 628
Arrow of Light Bridging Ceremony
MONTH, YEAR

1. Welcome							NAME, Cubmaster


1. Legend of the Arrow of Light				NAME, Committee Member


1. Presentation of Webelos					NAME, Den Leader
NAME, Den Leader

1. Awarding of remaining AoL achievements		NAME, Cubmaster


1. Awarding of the Talking Feather			NAME, Cubmaster


1. Arrow Lighting						NAME, Committee Member


1. Awarding of the Arrow of Light			NAME, Cubmaster    	


1. Bridging of Webelos					NAME, Cubmaster
Troop 268
Civil Air Patrol
Troop 628

1. Closing							NAME, Cubmaster


- AoL scouts start off-stage and will proceed to the front/center after they are introduced.

CUBMASTER NAME: Ladies and gentlemen, today we gather to honor our Scouts who have reached a milestone in their Scouting journey. They have been working hard, in some cases, for several years in the pack to earn this award. The Arrow of Light is the highest award in Cub Scouting, and it is very symbolic. The Arrow of Light is the only Cub Scout award that can be carried over and worn on the Boy Scout uniform.

Before we award the Arrow of Light, let the legend of the Arrow of Light be known to all present.


COMMITTEE MEMBER: In ages past, when the Nations of the native Americans spread across the land, there was a young member of one tribe called Akela.  Akela wished to be a warrior as the older men of his tribe were, but no one would consider him so.  "Little Akela, he is too young to join the hunt," they would say.  "He is too slow to run with the Bobcat clan and not clever enough to hunt with the Wolf clan.  Such a young one is not strong enough to join the Bear clan." No matter how hard Akela worked, all ways were barred to him.  But the Aged Chieftain of the tribe saw Akela differently than the rest.  "The spirit of this young one burns brighter than the largest fire.  Akela has served his brethren well for one of his age. The time will come when the tribe will need only that which Akela can give."

One night in the fall during the harvest, a party of warriors was canoeing back to their village after a hunt. On this night, the fog rolled thick across the river.  The fog was so heavy the river path back to the village was hidden from view.  A nearby river path to the right led to a roaring chasm.  The warriors did not know the safe path to take and were trapped.

Akela had been practicing his hunting skills in the hills above the river and had seen the danger to the canoe.  He wrapped an arrow in a skin, set it aflame, and shot it into the sky toward the safe river path.  The warriors in the canoe saw the flaming arrow through the fog and followed it to the river path and the village.

The warriors went to the Chieftain saying, "We were trapped on the river and the Highfather sent an Arrow of Light through the sky to guide us."  The Chieftain smiled and said, "The sign that led you to safety came not from the heavens but from one who you thought was too young to do anything."  He brought Akela forward to the surprise of the warriors.

"Akela has proved himself worthy to wear the name of warrior.  He has aided his brothers in their time of greatest need.  Hereafter, all young members of our tribe shall become warriors only after meeting the challenges of the Arrow of Light.  Let them each be filled with the spirit of Akela and follow his example of unselfish service to our brethren."  And it was made so and carried through to the present day as you Scouts stand before us now, ready to receive the Arrow of Light. 


Presentation of Webelos
DEN LEADER: As the leader of Den 3, I have the honor of introducing five scouts who have earned their Arrow of Light.  As I read their names, they will proceed to me in front of the bridge.


SCOUT #1 NAME
PARAGRAPH SUBMITTED BY SCOUT'S PARENTS

SCOUT #2 NAME
PARAGRAPH SUBMITTED BY SCOUT'S PARENTS








Aol Achievements/Awards
CUBMASTER: Before we can award the Arrow of Light, we have some hard work to recognize.  Scouts, after you cross the bridge behind me, you will no longer be Cub Scouts so we want to make sure we present any outstanding awards and honor your accomplishments while you are still officially members of our Pack.

· Cubmaster awards any outstanding Pack achievements and awards


Talking Feather
CUBMASTER: The Pack has a special acknowledgement to bestow bridging Scouts.  The “Talking Feather” is awarded to those scouts who have followed the Cub Scout Trail and earned every rank from Lion to Arrow of Light.  

As I call your name, please step forward and receive your Talking Feather.

SCOUT'S NAMES IN A LIST

The scouts before you completed every rank of Cub Scouting – Lion, Tiger, Wolf, Bear, Webelos, and Arrow of Light – spanning Kindergarten through 5th grade which is a significant commitment for young people.  Congratulations scouts and families on your steadfast devotion through many years of scouting!


ARROW LIGHTING

· Help the scouts set aside any rewards in hand
· Hand a torch to the following 

COMMITTEE MEMBER:  There are Seven Rays in the Arrow of Light. They stand for the seven great virtues of life, which are Wisdom, Courage, Self-Control, Justice, Faith, Hope, and Love.

Our scouts will tell us about each of these virtues and light a torch on the arrow.

SCOUT NAME
 “The FIRST RAY is WISDOM” 
Wisdom does not necessarily mean superior knowledge. It means putting to the right use, the knowledge that one possesses.
* SCOUT NAME lights the first ray

SCOUT NAME 
 “The SECOND RAY is COURAGE”
Courage is not meeting danger without fear; it is being able to meet danger in spite of one's fear.
* SCOUT NAME lights the second ray

SCOUT NAME
 “The THIRD RAY is SELF-CONTROL”
Self control isn't limited to the control of one's temper but control of one's self in all things - emotional mental and physical.
* SCOUT NAME lights the third ray

SCOUT NAME
 “The FOURTH RAY is JUSTICE”
Justice is the practice of dealing fairly with others without prejudices.
* SCOUT NAME lights the fourth ray
SCOUT NAME
“The FIFTH RAY is FAITH”
Faith is the conviction that something unproved by physical evidence is true.
* SCOUT NAME lights the fifth ray

SCOUT NAME
 “The SIXTH RAY is HOPE”
Hope means to expect with confidence. Always hope for better things to come.

* SCOUT NAME lights the sixth ray


SCOUT NAME
 “The SEVENTH RAY is LOVE”
There are many kinds of love - family, home, fellow man, country, God, all of which are necessary for a full life.
* SCOUT NAME lights the seventh ray


CUBMASTER: Putting these together, we have the Arrow of Light, the highest award in Cub Scouting. Today we honor 12 scouts who have completed the requirements and are ready to receive this prestigious award.  

It is an honor for us to recognize these Scouts who have fulfilled all requirements for the Arrow of Light Award.  May it always be said of you, that you have reached the top of any ladder of achievement set before you.  You will soon be going into Scouts BSA – there you will be tested again.  May you always be successful.  

Parents, since you were so instrumental in your son’s reaching this goal, I would like to give you the honor and privilege of presenting your son with this final Cub Scouts award, The Arrow of Light.  Please join us front and center, behind your scout.

[Distribute Arrow of Light patch to parents]
[Turn to the scouts]

Arrow of Light recipients, you are being honored here today for your achievements, bravery, and dedication to the ideals of Scouting.  As I call your name, your parent will bestow upon you the Arrow of Light.  

SCOUT'S NAMES IN A LIST

Scouts, Your Arrow of Light award also comes with a Parent's AOL pin. Please, now, present these to your parents so they can wear it with Pride!!

At this time bring forth the Career Arrows.  A Career Arrow exemplifies the Cub Scout’s journey to Arrow of Light.  The bands on the arrow represent individual accomplishments and the arrow is optionally displayed on a commemorative plaque.  Display the arrow with pride!

Scouts, always wear your Arrow of Light with Pride - you have earned them well.


Let me present to you our newest recipients of the Arrow of Light.  Please join me in giving them a round of applause.

We will pause a moment for photos before proceeding to bridging.

[photos]

This ceremony marks an end of a journey. But even as this journey ends, another is just beginning. Here at the summit of Cub Scouting you have found the start of a new trail. This trail is a pathway that leads to the realm of our brothers in the sky, the Eagles. 

But the trail will also be long and difficult.  On your journey, you must keep the spirit of Akela strong within each of you. It will give you strength and guidance as you move onward. 


CUBMASTER:  Arrow of Light leaders, scouts and any adults taking a leadership role in the Troops, please assemble at the bridge, stage-left.

CUBMASTER:  Representatives of the Troops who will be receiving our braves, please assemble at the bridge, stage-right.

CUBMASTER: The time has come for you to begin on the new trail - to join the clan of the warriors: The Scout Troop. Each of you shall now cross the bridge and be welcomed by the unit members.  As the night is a bridge between each day, let this be a bridge for each of you to the fellowship of Scouting.

We will bridge by unit.  First Troop 268, then the Civil Air Patrol, then Troop 628.  After all scouts for a unit have bridged, the Troop will proceed to center stage for photos before proceeding to the next unit.

Scouts, as I call your name, please bridge.  As your last official act as a Cub Scout, please pause for a moment on the bridge as you cross it and share with us some words of wisdom you have learned from your time with Pack 628, and for a photo!


CUBMASTER: It is time for Troop 268 to receive their scout.  As I call your name, please bridge.

SCOUT NAME

[After scouts bridge]
CUBMASTER: Adults accepting a leadership role in the Troop, please cross the bridge.

CUBMASTER: I invite Troop 268 to center-stage to remove Webelos neckerchief and hats, present new colors if customary to do so, and for photos!



CUBMASTER: It is time for the Civil Air Patrol to receive their recruit.  As I call your name, please bridge.

SCOUT NAME

[After scouts bridge]
CUBMASTER: Adults accepting a volunteer role in the Civil Air Patrol, please cross the bridge.

CUBMASTER: I invite the Civil Air Patrol to center-stage for photos!



CUBMASTER: It is time for Troop 628 to receive their scouts.  As I call your name, please bridge.

SCOUT'S NAMES IN A LIST

[After scouts bridge]
CUBMASTER: Adults accepting a leadership role in the Troop, please cross the bridge.

CUBMASTER: I invite Troop 628 to center-stage to remove Webelos neckerchief and hats, present new colors if customary to do so, and for photos!


CUBMASTER: This concludes tonight's honored scouting tradition.  Thank you for coming to our Bridging Ceremony and to Troop 628 for hosting us in your campsite. We hope you enjoyed it.  Now please help yourselves to the refreshments available.  Feel free to visit with the braves, your friends, our many Leaders and our fine Chiefs and their squaws.  Until next year, Farewell and be careful going home.

--- END ---

